Stevens Decoys of Weedsport New York
The Harvey and George Stevens Story

BARVEY A, STEVENS,

MANUFACTURER OF

THE FINEST IN THE WORLD,
. 0. BOX 154. WEEDSPORT, N, Y.

Presented by Mark Malys



Early Beginnings

Captain William Stevens, Harvey and George’s Great-Grand
Father fought in the Revolutionary War

Participated in the Boston Tea Party
Was awarded and drew Lot Number 76, in the Town of Brutus

Harvey and George’s parents were farmers on a portion of the
original military lot

Farmed about 70-80 acres




Amos and Sarah Stevens

Parents

* Successful farming family in Weedsport, New York
* Raised and sold corn, wheat, oats, cabbage, and potatoes

* Also had horses, cows, chickens, and hogs
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Amos and Sarah Stevens
Early Beginnings

* Had 5 sons
* Harvey The oldest, founder of Stevens Decoys
* Perry
* Royal
° George Carved with Harvey and then independently

° Fred Assisted with carving and painting to some degree



Stevens Homestead
Circa 1955




Harvey A. Stevens
Biography
Founder of Stevens Decoys
Born October 1847
Died August 28,1894 of Tuberculosis and Influenza
* 46 years old

Married twice

* Fanny Peck Fuller, possibly dies during childbirth?
°* Daughter dies at birth or in infancy?

* Marries Fanny Hall 5 years later, one step child



George W. Stevens
Biography

Born 1856

* Was born a “cripple” with a “hunch back”. He wore an iron lift on one shoe. Probably
had spinal scoliosis with a leg length discrepancy.

Never married

Died February 15, 1905

* 49 years old

Died of Tuberculosis

Also farmed and gardened as a source of income
Began working with Harvey around 1876

Started carving independently in 1891 and continued until his death in 1905



Harvey Stevens Early Beginnings

Was a skilled cabinet maker and taxidermist s og” "

Hunted ducks around the Weedsport area in the Marshes of ., =
Montezuma = ™

* Part-time hunting guide and market hunter
Founding member of the Weedsport Sportsman Club
* Harvey was an avid trap shooter

Started carving decoys in the early 1860’s for his own use,
“To bring the ducks to me”



Harvey Stevens Early Beginings

* His decoys worked so well in attracting ducks, locals began
requesting some decoys for their own use

* Encouraged by his local decoy sales, Harvey set his ambitions
on selling his decoys nationwide

* His first national advertising ad appeared in 1874 in “Field and
Stream” magazine



Field & Stream Magazine

White and Liver und White, heautifully mark-
.’:\I‘\ﬂ\\'\'l\‘k: old,  Damy,  Nellie,” imported stoek

Frank,” & No. | doy.

Price per Pup, 810.
1 llspose of * Nellle ™ for 0, She §s well broken.

' A Adidross,
S : Box 113, Patoka, Ind.

GILL NETM,

new GIL Nets, 80 feet long. ' and 2 fn, wmesh: price,

Ao, one 25 feet Jony, $4.501 & bargalin,

ANO. RO MAYRERRY,
ROCKFORD, ILL.

A. M. DECKER,
Prolessor of

Taxidermy and Embalming,

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

Birds and Antmals Prepared and Mounted by

the New Procexs—Embalmed with
Flesh all tn,

nly process kuown to man that Preserves Flesh Per-
(!'Ech\(\!y‘)m)('\ Makes Perfect Specimens;) and also by the old ‘
method of Skinuing aud Stuffing, as parties moy desire.

Orders may be left at the Store of F, J, Ahbey,

DECOY DUCEKES.

Send for Price List,

H. A. STEVENS, -

THE BEST INTHE WORLD. !

Weedsport, N, Y,

April 4, 1874

Vi VW, WUV,

And the following sized

BUCK SHOT AND BALLS:

oo ety DERG SR (R BT R R
TR R R R e T

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

~and the TRADE BALL, of 84-100dthe diam.. or ' onnece
welght,

The sizes of our BUCK SHOT and BALLS are tested hy
STANDARD CALIBRE GAUGES, and are adapted to the
varions slzes of Pistols, Rifles and Carbines in nse.

Trade Mark printed on Drop Trade Mark printed on Buck
Shot bags in Blue, Shot bags in Black.

CHICAGO
SHOT TOWER
COMPANY

o o

"MPRoygp FINISH
BUCK SHOT
NY[4

—

Diameter

CHICAGO
SHOT TOWER
COMPANY

{

passed in

Uniformity of Size, and Accuracy of
Weight in Each Bag.

prompt attention, and are solicited

" All orders by mall, from the trade, will recelve

the pecullar kinds of game and fish which they afford.

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL HISTORY, under
the charge of a gentleman distinguished In this bravch of
sclence, will be of especlal interest and value—sau lntimate
Acquaintance with the various characteristics of the game
pursued being oue of the essentials in a thorough Sports-

man. Carefully written papers upon the nature and
habits of Beasls and Birds wil) regularly appear,

Under the head of IN-DOOR AMUSEMENTS will be
presenied a carofully revised report of Dramstic, Billlard-
istic and Cheas ltems—at home and abroad—each of these
Departments befug under the supervision of wentlemen
tamiliar with the duties asslgned to them.

Arlicles on the CARE AND TRAINING OF DOGS, to-
gether with valuable RECIPES for the cure of the disoa-
o8 Lo which he s subject, will be fonnd in onr columuns,

Gentlemen luterested (n TRAP-SHOOTING will find our

. reports of this branch of amusement full and acenrate.

To the lower order of sports no atteution whatever will
he devoted. Under no circumstances will ounr columns he

opened to the admliselon of anything tending In snywiee to
demoralize or degrade public sentiment.

[n short, we Intend that FIELD AND STREAM shall A1)}
the vacancy long exisiing In Western Sporting Clrcles,
where the need of & wive paper, devoted to gentlemanly
sporta, has long been felt and deplored. No pains or ex-
pense will be spared 1o make it the MODEL JOURNAL
OF ITS CLASS. The oditors are asalsted by competent

gestlemen in charge of the several Departments, all expe-
rienced—not only in the duties of thelr positions—bnt In
Journaliam as well,



Harvey Stevens Early Beginings

°* Harvey was advertising Stevens Decoys as
“The Best Decoy Ducks In the World” and “The Finest in the
World”

°* Harvey Stevens was the
* “First” decoy maker to advertise to a National Market

* “First” to make decoy carving a full-time occupation




THE FIELD.

374

TJ}E KENNEL-'-
VETERINARY,

TRAINING AND BOARDING KENNELS,
Duvall's Bloff, Ark.
ADDRESS—

T. M. HORSFALL,

Koaned Bditer Tas Fima, Chioage,
Duvall's Bluff, Ark.

DOCS LOST!

A. WHITE SETTER DOG,

Tall and rather Hght bully, dark oyse; nearly pure while
croept & few smadl red spota on ome war] age aboad ¥
yours | anawared 10 e mame of Yook Alsn,

DARK BROWN SETTER DOG,

w0 white, sxeept small wiite specks an bressl, large
hoad, Al wyes, aquere mussie, abuat 5 yoars old| an-

swered 40 he name of ~Jicks.™ -

Bath \he adove doge were probadly lakes from the eily, ’
and may bave Dews acid or offered for sale 12 10e cuantry,
o s #dar dowae.  As)y izfecmalion cascerning oliher of
1hem. will be appropeisse’y sckscwiedged ot 1he o@ae of

The Feid.™ Chicase.

RIVERVIEW SETTERS. |

NDWARD W. HOPE,

(Kiverview Place,) LA GRANGE, MO,

Refersnioes W, B, BULL, Banker, Quiney, L1,
The Edltor of ** Tus Poxen”

A Black Setter Dog,

Four years wid; bhred from tmportad Stock ; and perfaatly
hrokan.  Netrteves (docoaghly oo lasd or water. Good

Bowe, AR & et clase dog o every reapect. Pries 30
Addrere E W BOPE, LaGrange, Missons!

Waterproof Shooting Coats,

An Jrﬂl.'ﬁ Indupcnaablc e (e Sportamon

Mr. Wolabird, the invenicr, Is new massfecinring »
o“ﬂuvm 15al for QUALITY, COLOR and omwh
IENCE, has not decn oqusled Iz any , The
material 1o of the bess Englisd Duck, (e fem and asting,
S0l of & doad grans codor, It comtaina pockats for abells,
v Wade, whlstle, extractor, ate., a0 - o

auco well, and will carry easlly soventy Ave

For apecinl mossarcment, send chest mosanre, walet
misasure, langth of sleave with srm al right anglee - from
matr of bark to hand, and belgnt. i

Ialno make & Vest, with slenves, witdieh will alse
sholle, ale., to be asod with, or witheat, 4 4
thas girtag e freeat Dovement of he arma. et
worn withost the vest makes the coolest rig Immagin-
obie v puaes end quall eboorizg

Pricex —Coats With Sleeves, $10.00,
Sleeveless Coat, with Vest, $14.00.
Hatga - - - . 8 250
Panta, - = = « 3300

Gotds et C. 0. D, to smy pariof the T 0., or Canadas
Adlrews, . H. ROLABDIRD, Agent,

DECOY DUCKS,
THE BEST IN THE WORLD,

C K. SMITH,

WEATHER VANES

CRESTINGS, FINIALS,

and batl crnamants of all
Klods, ‘b‘- .

Druggists’ Mortar Signs,
Jewelers' Watch Nigns, ete.
NANUFACTORY AND OFFICE
N3 LAKE ST, CHICAGO.

~rv.n}; ;;;;;:}'n;‘
i I gh”j
A
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Bricags HoOusE,

Randolph 8t and Fifth Ave.,
CHICAGO.

.. Tha wel-bacws Hoesl, reduilt cpon the old sle hae
Mot and Cadd Waner in sach Room, Elsgaaly
and Jocsred @8 e Saminess conire of Pha saty.,

TERMS: $5.00 Per Day.
RICKCORDS & HUNTOON, « Propratens

A. Palmer's Trout Ponds,

BOSCOBEL, WIS.

THE OLREAT ABRTIFICIAL TROUT BREEDING K8
TABLISHMENT

15 130 Waet, a0d t2e 200 o the United Biates.

Ovrders for the Tabie filled only during Spring
and Summer;

For Spawn during December,
January and February ;

Troul for Stecking Ponds or Rroska, st Any Tima,

or Brooks Stocked for Fri-
vate Persons or Olubs.

0 H A Stovens, Weedsport, N. Y,

Poads Plagsed and lastructions Gives.

THE PUBLMHERS OF

THE FIELD

Take t2is method of sanouncing thet hey are now pro-
pared 1o stecute erdary b

PRINTING and BINDING

Bocks. Femphiets, Catalogues,
Censtitotions of Cluds and Siste Sparts-
wen’s Associations, Rales for Shooting, Pro-
grammes, Leotior Heads, Note Heads,
Clreulsrs, Heoelpta, Envelopme,
Posters, Plaln sod In Colors, Bill Heads, and
every desoription of Plaln snd
ornamental

Job Printing

in the highest style of the art and st the low-

est prices

's Clubs and Bosiness men will find
It to thelr advantage to obtain estimates from this
office before giving thelr ordem,

The finest material and the best workmanship
In the Weat,

Sportsmen’s Orders Specially lnvited.

' THE FIELD ASSOCIATION,
17T East Madison Street.

LONDON ACENCY

OF TEE

THE FIRLD

Pl'k!eg Bd.

190 Oxford Street,

Near Growvenor aad Portman Bquares,

Messrs. KERBY & ENDEAN,

' Agontms,

Are guiboriend 10 recelve

Advertisements and Subscriptions

for this josrmal st cnrrent reles,

CLUB tict incidiog Aoxiers' Rarss on

39

' FOREST AND

STREAM.

Tiffany & Co., Silversmiths,
Jevvellers, and Importers, have
always a large stock of silver
articles for prizes for shooting,
vachting, racing and other
sports, and on request they pre-
pare special designs for similar
purpdses. Their TIMIN G
W ATCHES are guaranteed
for accuracy, and are now very
generally used for sporting and
scientific reguirements. TIF-
FANY & CO. are also the agenlts
in America for Messrs. PATEK,
PHILIPPE & €CO., of Gene&xa, of
whose celebrated watches they
have a full line. Their stock of
Diamonds and other Precicus
Stones. General Jewvelry, Artis-
tic Bronzes and Potlery, Electro-
Plate and Sterling Silverwware
for Household use, fine Station-
ery and Bric-a-brac, is the
largest in the world, and the
public are invited to wisit their
establishment without feeling
the slightest obligation to pur-

chase.
UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK

APOLLINARIS

NATURATL

Mineral Water.

HIGHLY EFFPERVESCENT.

APPROVED by the dcademie de Medicine of France,
and 118 sale in f'rance authorized by special order of
the French Government,

Recommended by the highest Medical Authorities
in New York as

A great relief for seasickness.”

A ‘deligatful beverage. Mildly antacid, most
gratefnland refreshing.,’

*EFar guperior to Vichy, Seltzer, or any other.”

fAbsclntely pare and wholesonie; superior to all
for daily use; free from all the ohjecticns urged
against Croton and artificially aerated waters.”

“Impregnated only with ifs 0wn gas.”

‘“Healthfal and well suited for Dyspepsia and
cases of acute disease, and where thereis a gouty
diathegig.”

By far the most agreeable, alone or mixed with
wine, asefal in Catarrhs - f Stomach or Bladder, and
in Goug.”

‘“Not only & luxury, bub a necessify.”

To be had of all Wine Merchants, Groeers, Drug-
%lsts, and Mineral Water Dealers throughout the

nited States, and wholeszale of

FRED’K DE BARY & CO.,
Nos. 4L and 43 WARREYN ST, N. Y.

Sole Agents for the United States and Canada,

Every Genuine Bottle bears the Registered YE L«
LOW Pictorial Label of the

APOLLINARIS CO. (LIMITED), LONDON.

.’.' L/ = 3 . W g "'

SEND STAMP FOR. 1 LUSTRATED PRICE LIST-
£ A NORSMAN \mporver, = |
80 & 82 WILLIAM_STREET NEW.YORK'

Leesburg Academy.

Boys prepared for College or University. Terms,
$210 for ten monthe. For cireular apply to Principal,
Leesburg, Loudoun Co., Virginia.
augl 2mo. THOMAS WILLIAMSON.

Ainblications.

NOW READY.
HALLLLOCOK’S

|

Hublications.

Hublications.

SHiseellangans.

SEASONABLE BOOKS.

-Two Thousand Miles in Texas
on Horseback; Sheep Rais-
ing, Cattle Ranging and
Sport, $1.50.

American Club List and
Sportsman’s Clossary 50c.

Long-Range 2g!‘"iﬂe’ Shooting,
Wallace’s Adirondack Cuider
82,

Camp Life in Florida,
#1.50.

The Fishing Tourist,
$2.

Sportsman’s Cazetteer,
83,

For gale al officé of FOREST AND STREAM, 111
FPulton street, New York.

Beutdye Jagd-Beituuy.

Dlinfivicte Ymfdjon i Wenieren der Jhgeret.
Herausgeqeben und redigivt von Fr. von Foernois.

Cx{dieint am 8. und 22, eines jeden Monats und He=
[d;aittqt fidh mit der Naturgejdidite des Wildes, Wild=
_gcbt,_sagbicbuu, LWaidgerediten, Ausiibung det Jagd=
reffivbunit, Jagd= und é}-ar} metfoben ¢, Suterefiante
Anjjabe iber Jagdlidie Legislation. ol3= und Y8ild=
bie gp[tﬁi%ﬂn 3¢, @sift Dad officielle Organ des A=
gememen entiden Fagofdub-Bereings, Die Siftra=
ionen find bon den beften beusfden Sagbmalern, Seder
Jabraang umfafit die Zeit bon 8. Octoher b8 zum 22,
tG“e tg!}ll{lﬂ LR Wird gebunben die Jicxde jedes Biidyer:
£5 feiit.
Prefs oiertelidhrlich 2 Mart.

$Man abonnivk duvd irgend weldhe Budhandiung odbex
birett bom iBu:(egexc.‘b ﬁgreﬁe: i 98 g

Stte vo1t Juvernois,

@ilenberg, Brovity Sadfen,
GERMANY,

ProbesNunimern gratis,

HOW TO_HUNTEAND TRAP.
By J. H. BAarry.

T e =

Beautifubly and fuolly illustrated with hunting
gcenes on the plains and in the Rocky Mountaing,
from fleld sketches by the puthor, A book of long,
actual and'rough experience, treating an Camping,
_The Use of Mulea and Horses, Dogs, Guns, Boats,
Canoeg, Traps and Trapping. The cheapest authei-
tie reference-buok for sportsmen ever published,
Sent post-pald on receipt of price, §1 50. Address
the guthor, Box 40, Parkville, Long Island.

ALBERT COGGSWELL, Pablisher, New York,

The——émrtsman_gmiiﬂa?);

STANDARD BOOKS,
JUST ISSULD,

This Compilation Coutaing Brief Descriptions
of Over On» Hundred and Fifty Books
Upon QOutdoor Sports and Amuse-
ments, Together with Between
Elghty and Ninery Spisrited
TNustrations of Gawme
Bivds, Fish,; Horses,
etc,, Many of them
Drawn from
Life.

A most valuable compilation which ghounid be in
ihe hands of every sportsman, everyone who wishes
0 ag¢quire the art 0f ghooting or 10 abtain informa-
tion regarding geme, birds, gh, horses, gons, cquip-
ments, ete. The trouble hith 1to has been, the peotrle
have not koown what works were issued on fieid
sports and pastimes, or where they conid be pro-
',-,lured.-—z\r'. P, Stanton, Pres, Natiotal Rifle Assocla-
tion,

All interested in ontdoor amusements will be
gratified with this publication. % know fthe con-
tents of the book mentioned will it any man for the
better employment of his time, and1if 1he knowledge
to be gatued in this way I8 practically employed,
befter health and longer life will be the result —
Henry Fulton, Captain American Tesm 1876,

Beud two three cenl posfage stamps for sample
copy fo FOREST AND STREAM PUB, €O, 14
Fulton street, New York.

JUST WHAT YOU WANT!

Farrar’s, Richardson aud #¥angeley lLa
Iiinstratad.—A complete and thorough gu
the entire Rangeley Lake Region, and (he 8y
grounds of western Maine ; paper, bic.

FParrar’s Mooschead Lake zand the
Mnine Wilderness Illustroted —A com 3
sive Hand-book of ttie Moosehend Luke Regigl and
tire sporting gronnds teyond; paper, 50c¢.

Farrar’s Pocke: Map of the Rangeley
Reglon and the headwalers of the Androscogy
Magalloway and Connecticut rivers ; clobhy 500,

Farray’s Pocket }Map of Moosehead Lake and
vicinity, and the headwaisrs of the Panobscot and
St. John riverss cloih, $1.

Any of the above sent by mail, post paid, pn re-
ceiptof price.

Farrar’s Steveoscopic Views of the Rangeley
Lake Hegion; each 25¢.

Address, CHAS. A. J. FARRAR,
Send for catalogne, Jamaica Plain, Mass,
4pris ém
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TURKISH BATH

In Your Own Room
For Five Ceniy

This {4 secured by a ¢heam
apparatus recently patented,
0t for the produeticn of Turk-

o s ish and Vapor Baths, at the
1 ¢ost of the aleohol that sup-
pliesthe heat. 1t has proved
more effective than the ordi-
nary Turkigh Bath Honse in
eradicating  Rhenmatist,
Asthma, Catarrh, Skin Dis-
eases, Dyspepsig, and all
Nervons and debilitating
Maladies. Pamphlet free.
LIUBIN'S PORTABLE
PCURKISH BATH CO.,68East
Fourth street, Cincinnati, O.
jels 1yr

(i

Patented fi i
Feb, 26,
1898,

POCKET

TAYLOR’S SELF-LIGHTING
MATUH SAFE.

Thig match safe commends itself at once to all.
Simple in congtruction, elegant in finigh, perfect in
operation, and every one warranted. It insures sate-
1y, neatiess snd dispg SOl nEeCessary o reniove
: Rt the thing:

ROX to»

v send PIFLY CENTS .
YLOR, 9 Calender streef, Providen
arge discount to the trade. augs on

SEND E. R NEW PRICE

1iST OF THE FINEST
CO y DECOY DUCKS IN TE

ORLD.
. A, STEVENS, Manufactarer,
P. O. box 154, Weedsport, N, Y.

aurls 4t

he Ludlow Trout

Will this™y nlon brook
trout eggs (ready for shipment from Nov. 10 1o Dee
207 at lowest prices. Send for price list. Addrexs
B. FREEBUR®, SUPERISTENDENT,
Augs 3m

Ludlow, McRean County, Pa.

FRANK SCHLEY'S

AMERICAN

(S et ”

s - .
Partridge & Pheasant Shooting.
_ Trescribing the Hannts, Habits, and Metheds of
Hunting and Shooting the American Partridge--Qnail;
Huffed Grouse—Pheasante, with directions for hacd.
ling the gun, hunting the dog, and shooting on the
Fing. Price, $2. Liberal diseount to the trade.

Ta be had at hook stores generally. Also for sale
one double-barrel breech-loading central fire shot-
gan, 12-gange. Address,

Frank Schlev,

my 16tE Oet 11 Wredericlk City, Md,
‘ ‘ _ FIELD, COVER AND TRAP
Valuable Royks on  Hatural " SHOOTINC.

Fistary,

ANY BOOK NAMED BBELOW SENT POSTFPAID
QN RECEIPT OF PRICE.

DODD, MEAD & CO., 751 Broadway N. Y.

CUouer’ Key to Blrds of Noyth Amevica,
1 vol,, 8 vo., ¢loth, §T 00

Field Ornithology,
1 vol,; 8 vo., cloth, $2 50

Bivds of the Northwest,
By Ellloft Cones, $4 00

Land and Game Birds of New Ungland,
By Minot, 1 vol, 8 vo., cloth, $3 00

Birds of North Americn,

RY Raird TYavowow 5 Droaoror. O - walo A 41

BY CAPT. BOZGARDUS.

New and enlarged edition, containing instructions
for glass ball shooting, and chapter on hreeding and
breaking of dogs by Miles Johnson. For sale at
this office. Price £2,

s 3

s -

—— T

Miseellaneans,

Now Ready in Water Colors.

ZIMMERMAN’S two celebrated pictures, *“ Diohl
Shell”* and ** Prying for a Double.”  Pilce per pair.
$3.00 and 25¢. for postage. Address

ZIMMERMAN BROS.,

C. M. BRENNAN,
QLD EENTUCKY BOURBON & MONONGAI ELA
40 Soath Olsrk Btresr, Chicagn.

THOMAS W, PEYTONM,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AY' LAW,
NOTARY PUKLIC,

M@, 145 BROADWAY. £200M 30 Xgw Yorg Cry.

Afl ialness prom ity attendad to. Horee

ALLAN'S ANTI-IAT i the great reniedy tor (o=
u}cncc. It is purely vegetable and Perfovty i eni-
¢ss. It acts upon the food fn the stonisii, -
}rcn;mg its being converted info. fat,  Talkion in
accordance with dircetions, it will reduce 2 fab
person from two to live pounds per weel.
Corpulence is not only 1 disease iizelfy, hnt the
harbinger of others. 8o wrote fHppocrates two
thonsand years ugo, and what wis true then is none
the less 5o to-ay. EoLd by druggists, or sent, hy ex-
Dress, for $1.50. © Quarter-tozen $4.00.  Address,

BOTANIC MEDICINE CO., Prop'rs, Buffalo, N.Y.

angl tf St. Paw',; Minn,

TS Doct aatine

j i VR BESSESS of Papoer, 18 Envelopes,
Pencil, Panholder, Golden Fen, sud a plece of valuable Jow-
elry. Complete sample package. with elegant gold stons
Bleeva Buttony, Sat Gold-plated Studs, Engraved gu!d- lated
Ring, #nd a TLadies’ Fasbionablo Feney Sef, Pin and Dro
I R SR
WinH B e aY oo wWilth o "o 565
YOU BUY. Extraordinary Inducorents to Agents

3 ERIDE & i 90 DR reordvray. Rlosar 3 at,

F. WALLER,

Satimney Tt | MERCANTILE PHOTOGRAPHER

137 South Fifth Ave.,
N. Y. City,

Pictures of Hesidences and Live Stock.

C IRy St
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THE FINEST IN THE WORLD,
P, 0. BOX 154. WEEDSPORT, N, Y.




S Rotars M st ealded for In 10 daye, ¥

HARVEY A.STEVENS,

Manulsctnrer of

DECOY DUOKS
Weoodspore, N. Y.




Harvey Stevens Early Beginnings

* Started carving in a converted wood shed
° Began carving by himself

* George joined Harvey in 1876

Moved to a larger shop on the outskirts of Weedsport in the 1880’s
* Employed up to 8 people at times, to assist in decoy production

°* Fred Stevens a painter by trade, assisted to some degree, blending
paints and rough shaping the decoys



Stevens Decoy Helpers

Fred Stevens
Adelbert McWethy
Oscar McWethy
Allen Stickle
Others?



ROBT. STANIFORD
CONTEST JUDGE

FRANK ASH WM. MACKEY H. B. EVANS

BOB BIRCHLER
CHAIRMAN

CONTEST JUDGE

CONTEST JUDGE
BELFORD

CONTEST JUDGE

WESTHAMPTON

WATERTOWN, N.Y.
BEACH,

N. J.

s NoYe

JN.Y. FULTON

N.SYRACUSE

N.Y.

ional Decoy Contest

1963 Nat

NY

J

Syracuse



Harvey's First Workshop
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Harvey's First Workshop
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Harvey's First Workshop




The Stevens Decoy “Factory”

A Misnomer

* Classified as a “Factory” by Joel Barber and William Mackey,

because they were nationally advertised and provided full-time
employment

°* Harvey also promoted himself as a “Manufacturer of Duck
Decoys” which helped fuel the “Factory Label”

* But no machines or lathes were used in their production, and
each decoy was individually and completely hand carved



The Stevens Decoy “Factory”

A Misnomer

* Harvey adopted the use of templates or patterns. The decoys
were roughed out by hatchet, and finished by a draw shave,
rasp, and chisel. The decoys bodies were held in a horse vise.

°* Hundreds of decoys were carved as compared to the
thousands manufactured by true factories.




Stevens Decoys

Stevens used the best available white and yellow cedar because of its lightnhess
and durability

Knot holes and checks were filled with white putty prior to painting
Stevens mixed their own paints

°* Only the best paints were used

Many birds were painted without priming of the decoy

A Testament to the quality of the paint, as to it’s excellent adherence after over
160 years!

Harvey was a True Perfectionist!



Harvey’s Marketing Strategy

* Advertised his Decoy Ducks as “The Best in the World”

* “You should have good Decoys, they are invaluable and
require no more room than poor ones” Harvey Stevens

DECOY DUCKS,
THE BEST IN THE WORLD,

=10 H A Btevens Weedsport, N. Y,



Harvey’s Marketing Strategy

* Marketed his decoys to wealthy sportsmen, to complement
their fancy clothing and expensive guns

* Sold his decoys to high end Sporting Goods Stores in major
cities:

* Schoverling, Daly, and Gates in NYC
°* Henry C. Squires and Sons in NYC
°* Von Lengerbe and Antoine (VL&A) in Chicago



Harvey’s Marketing Strategy

* Each decoy was shipped in a cloth canvas bag with a draw

string to prevent marring during shipping. Instead of using
newspaper like commercial makers shipped their decoys at the

time.

* Also offered anchors, decoy cords (lines) and duck calls for sale
* Sold his decoys for $10 per dozen, in 1891

* 83 cents/decoy

* At one time offered a free duck call with each dozen purchased



Original Stevens
Cloth Decoy Shipping Bag
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1860°s
1865
1874
1876
1891
1894
1905

Stevens Decoys Timeline

Harvey begins carving decoys for his own use

Harvey begins carving decoys for commercial sale
Harvey’s first national advertisement in Field & Stream
George begins working with Harvey

George begins carving independently, as a separate entity
Harvey dies

George dies



Carving Periods and Styles

1865-1870 Early Tackeye Period Harvey
1870-1884 Tackeye Period Harvey
* George begins helping in 1876

1885-1890 Glasseye Period Harvey and George

1891-1894 Glasseye Period Harvey
1891-1905 Glasseye Period George



Carving Period 1865-1870

Harvey “Early” Tackeyes

Tackeyes
Concave head/face area

Flat bottom bills
Thick neck forward on the body

Pronounced mid back hump

* Some with concave longitudinal depression on back



Carving Period 1865-1870

Harvey “Early” Tackeyes

* Tails extends high off the back

* Flat bottoms

* Detailed paint patterns

* Many decoys with an oval painted area on the bottom



Carving Period 1865-1870

Harvey “Early” Tackeyes

No stencils or brands

° One example of a paper label on bottom
Harvey’s handwriting in graphite pencil on some
Only Drakes

Very few examples known
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Carving Period 1870-1884

Harvey “Tackeyes” with George helping

Tackeyes

Rounded bill edges and rounded bill tips

Slightly concave head/face carving, with dime sized flat area around the tackeye
Thick neck forward on the body, with pronounced goiter necks on some decoys
Head moved slightly back on body

Larger bodies

Less pronounced mid-body back hump



Carving Period 1870-1884

Harvey “Tackeyes” with George helping

Tail extends off the top of body
Detailed paint patterns

Only drakes

Also a few Tackeye sleepers or humpbacks are known to exist

* Flat bottom decoys with low heads



Carving Period 1870-1884

Harvey “Tackeyes” with George helping

* Most decoys are unmarked
* Handwriting in graphite pencil on some examples

* Paper label “H. A. Stevens” under bill or on the bottom, very
rarely found









"

s

N"‘ T

e
N S
= TN - ~













P s en o
+ § I T
S

‘ui § ;7117‘,— ey -'; =
T4 £uii iy




\\'p 3

favtis "L’.

. ..‘

-----



Carving Period 1885-1890

Harvey and George “Glasseyes”

Glasseye Decoys

Slightly bell shaped bills with flat bottoms
Fuller, rounded head

Thinner neck

Head moved further back on body

More rounded body, Centrally balanced mid-point



Carving Period 1885-1890

Harvey and George “Glasseyes”

* Introduction of the Paddle Talil

* Paddle Tail
* Longer and wider tail
°* More rounded and thicker at the tip
* Pumpkin Seed shaped

* Thicker down the center and thinner at the sides



Paddle Talil




Carving Period 1885-1890

Harvey and George “Glasseyes”

* Paddle Tail, extends lower off the body
* George’s more mid point

* Harvey’s slightly higher



George Bluebill Harvey Bluebill




Carving Period 1885-1890

Harvey and George “Glasseyes”

* Most decoys unmarked

* Glasseye Sleeper model was introduced



Carving Period 1885-1894

Glasseye Sleeper Decoys

Sleeper Model

Often referred to as “Humpbacks” by collectors
Initially collectors thought these were earlier models
Vast majority of Sleeper decoys have glass eyes

Paint patterns and brush strokes match the glasseye paddie talil
style period decoys

Flat bottom decoys with low heads



Carving Period 1885-1894

Glasseye Sleeper Decoys

* Most were carved by Harvey, and very few carved by George

° Only Bluebills, Redheads, and Goldeneyes. Mostly drakes, with
some hen Bluebills.

* Not as popular with collectors



Stevens Bluebill Sleeper




Stevens Redhead Sleeper




Carving Period 1891-1894

Harvey

In 1891 Harvey and George stop working together, George
begins carving independently

Harvey starts adding a stencil to his decoys
Harvey continues improving his carving and painting skills

Some of his best decoys are produced















Carving Period 1891-1905

George

George working independently
Begins advertising G.W. Stevens Decoys

No longer under the direct supervision and control of Harvey

Fred assisting to some degree?

Glasseye Paddle Talil Decoys SEND FOR THE BEST AND LATHST
DECOY DUCOCES

made. They bave all the fatast improvements,
icihnding glass eves, from wWhits or yellow ceday,
rounding  bottoms with serew.off heads, None
but thea best paint used. GO WL STEVENS, PP O.
Bax 114, Weedzport, Cayuga connty, N. X.



Carving Period 1891-1905

George

George refines and hones his carving and painting skills, and
becomes as accomplished as Harvey

Begins to experiment with various carving and painting styles
Introduces the “Nautical” Style decoy

* On some Canvasbacks and Widgeon

Introduces Arrowhead or Flange style Talil

°* On some Widgeon



George Nautical Style Canvasback
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George Widgeon with Arrowhead Talil




George Bluebill
Pair




Harvey and George
running Competing Ads in
the same issue of
Forest and Stream

September 2, 1893

Sepr, 2, 1893.]

FEOREST ANDS STREAM.
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¢ Routes for Sportsmen. i

i Prop

+

erty For Sale. ’i

‘When planning your annual tour remember that
this company controls over 4,100 miles of railway
equipped in the most approved modern style, pass-
ing through a magnificent country noted for its un-
surpassed facilities for sport.

A FEW OF THE PRINCIPAL RESORTS.

ANDROSCOGGIN LAKES (via Bryant’s Pond or Bethel)
—Excellent trout fishing and game, large and small, of
every description.

THE WHITE MOUNTAINS (via Gorham, N. H.)—For
trout and varieties of game.

THE SALMON RESORTS of Quebec, New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia (reached via Quebec).

LAKE ST JOHN REGION (via Quebec)—Forouananiche
trout, caribou, bear, moose, beaver, ovter, etc.

THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE (in the neighborhood of
the line for 400 miles).—For mascalonge, pike, bass,
whitefish, pickerel, perch.

THE THOUSAND ISLANDS (via Gananogue or Kingston)
—For pickerel, black bass, magscalonge, pike.

MUSKOKA' LAKES.—The best place on the continent
for fishing, shooting and camping. All varieties of fish
and game.

PARRY SOUND AND GEORGIAN BAY (reached via
Penetang, Midland, Collingwood, efc.) for black bass,
pickerel, deer, partridge, bear, otter, etc.

AKES ONTARIO, ERIE, HURON AND MICHIGAN via
stations at all principal ports).

LAKE SUPERIOR (via Collingwood, Wiarton, Sarnia in
connection with steamship lines).

The charges for hotels, guides and camping at
many of the fishing waters named above are ex-
tremely low. Full particulars of same are published
in a pamphlet deseriptive of the ‘“Fishing and Hunt-
ing Resorts of the Grand Trunk Railway, which
wﬁl be forwarded free on application to the com-
pany’s principal glgeuts, or to the General Passenger
Agent at Montreal.

N. J. POWER,
General Passenger Agent,

L. J. SEARGEANT, General Manager

Adirondack
Mountains,
Lakes George
& Champlain,
Saratoga, Etc

Ilustrated guide to the Northern resorts
the Delaware and Hudson Railroad will be '{iled on
receipt of 6 cents postage. Address

J. W. BURDICK,

General Passenger Agent,
ALBANY, N. Y.

$ Sportsmen’s Goods. §

FERGUSON’S PATENT REFLEGTING LAMPS,
THOMAS J. CONROY, Sole Agenit,
310 Broadway, New York.

With Silver Plated Locomotive Reflegtors

and
Adjust-

able
Attach-

ments.

UNIVERSAL LAMP,

For Sportsmen’s use. Combines |
Head Jack gFront and Top), Boat
Jack, PFishing, Camp, Belt and
Dash Lamp, nd Lantern, ete.
EXCELSIOR LAMP,
For Nl&h(’. Driving, Hunting, Fish-
ing, efe, Is nd:ﬁlsmble %0 any
kind of dash or vehicle,

8 end stamp for [llus. Catalogue,
and address all orders Lamp Devt

J. P. DANNEFELSER,
PRACTICAL GUNSMITH,

No. 9 Chambers St , New York.

Guns, Rifles, efe., at lowest prires. Second-hand guns
bought, sold and exchanged. With my new adjustable
TRY GUN I can take your exaet fiv for either new stock
or alrerieg old stock to desired drop, cast-off or length,
Barrels bored to sheot close and hard, and all other
kinds of repairing executed with despatch and war-
ranted. Send 0 cents for bottle of best barrel brown-
ng in America with directions.

LYMAN'S RIFLE SIGHTS.
Bend for 96 page Catalogue of Sights and Rifles,

ADDRESS, |
WAL LYMAN, MIDDLEFIELD, CONMN,

FOR SALE.

Camp Ground,
SARANAC LAKE,

Adirondack Mountains.

Point of land just morth of Sweeny Carry and
Hotel Wawbeek, well wooded, high elevation, large
water front, with a superb view of the country to
the north, east and south, easy of access, and one of
the finest camping spots in this whole country,
containing about 45 acres. Address P. O. Box 1,980,
Boston, Mass., for further particulars.

TROUT LAKES FOR SALE.

I offer for sale a portion of my Adirondack pre-
serve, from 1, 2,000 acres of land, with four
lakes. Three log cabins on the property, good
road to two of the lakes, easy trail to the other two.
This property is suitable for a club or tor private
resorts. One lake is stocked with salion trout, the
others with speckled trout, 30,000 planted last May.
and shall plant as many more this year. Will sell
any one lake with a portion of the land, Address
DR. J. DE V. MOORE, 157 Park avenue, Utica, N. Y.

LBEMARLE AND PAMPLICO CRUISING AND
Hunting Association.—Bear, Deer, Wild Tur-

key, Quail, Swan, Geese, Brant, Duck, Curlew, Snipe.
Finest ﬁshinﬁ; Bluefish, Striped Bass, Weakfish,
Drum, ete. embership limited to 20. One more
subscriber wanted, H. A, Weeks, 74 Murray st., N.Y

HE BACON FARM, SITUATED ON THE

Machias River, in the heart of the gunuing and
fishing region, will be open to receive guests on
Sept. 1. The house is commodious and the services
of an excellent cook having been engaged patrons
may be assured of considerate attention. Particu-
lars, apply to S. M. HOLWAY, Machias, Me. 15

9500060600 B2VLTBDESI60D
Wants and Exchanges.

Advertisements under this head, strictl
limited to Wants and Exchanges, will be
Inserted at the special rale of three cents a
word eack insertion. The money must ac-

® company the order.

090904998600008000000000040

ALE OR EXCHANGE. —TWO HANDSOME
pointer pups. D W. COOK, Fulton, Mich. 9

ANTED — SITUATION BY FIRST - CLASS

launch and boat builder, oar and scull mmaker.

Can design and build to lines. Address CLINCHER,
care of ForesT AND STREAM Office, 9

ePress, for cash or exchangse
. DEANE, care No. 27 Calhoun street,
Wayne, Ind.

ECOYS.—SEND FOR PRICE LIST OF THE

Standard Decoy Ducks, the finest in the world.
H. A. STEVENS, Manufacturer, Box 154, Weeds-
port, N. Y. 9

ANTED.—COPIES OF FORKST AND STREAM
of May 6, Sept. 23, 1886, and Sept. 25, 1890. Ad
S OREST AND STREAM office

7 \
KEEP COOL

inside, outside, and all the way through,
rinking

HIRE.S? Root

This great Temperance drink;
is as healthiul, as it is pieasant. Try it.

> For Sale. “‘%
TROUT FOR SALE.

YEARLINGS of the Brook Tront, Lake Trout, Brown
Tront, California Tront & Landlocked Salmon,

EGGS AND FRY

of the same in season. For information inquire
of J. ANNIN, JR.,
Caledonia, Livingston Co., N. Y.

Berkshire Trout Hatchery

have for sale healthy BROOK TROUT ranging
size from young fry to four pounds weight, suitable
for stocking public and private waters.,
For information and price address
C. H. SAGE, Sec’y,
Great Barrington, agg,

WANTED ALIVE.
All kinds of

American Animals,
BIRDS & REPTILES.
% For Sale—All kinds of
® Foreign Animals, Birds
> and Reptiles.
DONALD BURNS,
~ 115 Roosevelt st.. N.Y. City

WILD RICE SEED FOR SALE
of

R. VALENTINE, Janesville, Wis.

OR SALE,—FRESH RICE SEED. CHAS. GIL-
CHRIST, Port Hope, Ont., Canada. tf

'OR SALE.—TWO SEVEN MONTHS OLD BUCK
moose. Justready to train to harness. Price for
the pair, $200. Tros. JomNson, Winnipeg, Man. 9

’l‘RAINED FERRETS CHEAP; FERRET
Book, ten cents; ferret muzzles, 20cts. ; catalogue
free. WALLACE & SON, Lucas, Ohio.

LIVE WHITE HARES (Lepus amerweanus)

captured and properly boxed and delivered
to express in Bethel, Me., in good condition on
receipt of orders and remittances at $3 per pair,
Refer to Hon. H. O, Stanley, Dixfield, Me., Fish
and Game Commissioner. I.G. RICH, Bethel, Me

IVE QUAIL FOR SALE—W, VA. BIRDS—GAME
a specialty, E.B. WOODWARD, Commission
Merchant, 174 Chambers st., New York.

FOR SALE.

1 Greener hammer gun with two sets of barrels
28 and 30in. long, 12ga.; stock, 1414 ; drop, 2in.X134;
weight, 734 pounds. With short barrels a splendid
field gun; with long barrels one of the best and
hardest shooting guns made. Cost to order $400.
Price $200.

1 Greener 12ga. hammerless gun, 715 pourds;
1414, 2x186. Cost $250. With this gnn I broke the
world’s record, beating Capt. Brewer in series of
matches at Marion, N. J., November 12 and 13, 1891,
making a run of 194 officially straight, making a
rand total of 421 without a skip, officialy and in

tice. Price $150.

ker, with two sets of barrels, 28 and 32, with
arrels; no better field gun made; with long
a splendid trap gun. Length stock, 1414 ;
17¢. Cost to order $x185 ; price $50.

the above guns are in_good condition and
rrant them every way. Will sell for cash only.
. D. FULFORD, 59 Steuben st., Utica, N. Y.

OR SALE.—RAGGED ISLAND GUNNING AS-

_ sociation—one share. Situated on Back Bay,
Princess Anne county, Virginia. About fifteen miles
south of Virginia Beach. One of the best clubs on
the Atlantic coast for canvasbacks, red-heads and
other ducks; also swan and geese. Martin’s Point
Gun Club—Oneshare. Situated on Currituck Sound,

North Carolina, about twenty-five miles south of
Virginia Beach. Very fine shooting at yellow: legs,
grass birds, plover, willet, curlew and English snipe;
also ducks, swan and geese. JOHN S. LURMAN,
Catonsville, Baltimore Maryland. 9

DECOY DUCKS.

Send stamp for priee list of the best and latest im-
proved decoys made in the world. Address GEO. W.
STEVENS, Weedsport, N. Y. P. 0. Box 114 11

FRtlles or

fen, mlnf' or selling

“01ld Beliable Plater.” Only
practical way to replate rusty aud
worn knives, forks, spoons, ete.;

= quickly done by dipping in melted
metal. No experience, polishing,

or machinery, Thick plate at one
operation; lasts 5 to 10 years; fine
nish when taken from the plater.
Every family has plating to do.

Plater sells readily. Profits large.
‘ ¥, P. Harrison & Coy Columbus, Oy

NEW STYL.ES

PREMIER

MIER CAMERA

THE SPORTSMAN.

NOW READY.

PREMIER CAMERAS for 1893 possess many important improvements, in-

cluding SWING-BACK AND ADJU

STABLE FRONT, and will be found

especially adapted for all devotees of the FOREST AND STREAM.

See our new Catalogue for particulars, mailed free.

ROCHESTER OPTICAL CO., 22 S. Water St., Rochester, N. Y.

“”“”"M“O““:
$ Sportsmen’s Goods.
$40460040004000000000400040

‘CAMMEYER

Stamped on a Shoe
Means Standard of Merit.

L

AGENT FOR FPOST'S

‘Waterproof 0il and Leather Preservative.

A \\\‘L\\\\\‘*i

MEN’S GRAIN LEATHER NAPOLEON RID-
ING BOOTS e ‘5-00

MEN'S GRAIN TEG GALF FOX NAPOTHON 00
RIDINGNBOOTSH AR et i "
MEN'S CALF STIFF LEG RIDING Boots.. 9,00

MEN’S ENAMEL LEATHER STIKF LEG

RIDING BOOT! lo 00
MEN’S RUSSIA CALF STIFF LEG RIDIN
BOOTS R l 0-00

MEN’S CANVAS RIDING LEGGINS......... .50

MEN'S GRAIN WELLINGTON RIDING LEG-
GINSE{ S8t tnsmal LIS e e oyl iy o 3.90
4.00

MEN’S GRAIN WINDSOR RIDING LEGGINS

MEN’S RUSSET CALF WELLINGTON RID-
ING LEGGINS 5!00

ATHLETIC FOOTWEAR O. E‘é’CRIPTION
Send for Catalogue. Mailed Free.

A. J. CAMMEYER,

Sixth Ave., cor. 12th St., N. Y.

ICYCLE
oe GOODS

AT THE LOWEST
POSSIBLE PRICES.
WE OFFER

Bicycle Suits,

Stylish, well made, well fitting, handsomely
trimmed with braid, in all colors. Jersey and
cheviot from $8.50 to $14.00 per suit.

Men’s Sweaters,

In all colors at $2.50, $3.00, $4.50.

Boys’ Sweaters,
At $2.00, $2.50, $3.00.
ALSO A COMPLETE LINE OF
BICYCLE CAPS; BELTS AND
HOSIERY, ETC.

E. OCUMPAUGH & SONS,

&85 & 87 Main St., Rochester, N.Y.

GK GALLS.

Grubb’s ITmproved Illinois River Duck Call, The
most natural-toned call made; easy to blow; not
easy to get out of repair, having a fine tempered
reed; makes it 80 you can teal, woodduck and
bluebill, as well as mallard. This is the only ecall
you can do this with. Price 55 cents.

Same as above, made of red cedar, silver mounted,
with silver reed which gives it perfect tone, $1
Every one warranted. Address

CHAS. W. GRUBBS,
1537 Milwaukee Ave.,
Chicago, Ill.

GORK WADS,

Reduced Price List,

12,16 and 20 gauges, $2.00 per 1000
10 gauge................. 2.40 per 1000
DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS AND CLUBS.

If your dealer does not keep these wads. remit us
$225 and we will send you 1.000 wads, in boxes, by
mall, postpaid. Full box of 125 wads by mail, post-
paid, for 30 cents.

LANCASTER CORE GUN WAD CO0.,
Lancaster, Pa.

With Fly-Rod and Camera. $5.00.

)
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ALE OR EXCHANGE. —TWO HANDSOME
pointer pups. D W. COOK, Fulton, Mich. 9

ANTED — SITUATION BY FIRST -CLASS
launch and boat builder, oar and scull maker.
Can design and build to lines. Address CLINCHER,

$

care of ForesT AND STrREAM Office, . 9
TANTED.—BULLARD REPEATING RIFE, 50-
115 Exprs O It ila Address

ECOYS.—SEND FOR PRICE LIST OF THE
Standard Decoy Ducks, the finest in the world.

H. A. STEVENS, Manufacturer, Box 154, Weeds-

port, N. Y. 9

inside, outside, and all the way through,

HIRES’ Rt

This great Tem perance drink;
is as healthtul, as it is pieasant. Try it.

d_4 U speciuaauy,. o b, YWUUDYY AL, COmMimission
Merchant, 174 Chambers st., New York.

FOR SALE.

1 Greener hammer gun with two sets of barrels
28 and 30in. long, 12ga.; stock, 1414 ; drop, 2in.xX134;
weight, 734 pounds. With short barrels a splendid
field gun; with long barrels one of the best and
hardest shooting guns made. Cost to order $400.
Price $200.

1 Greener 12ga. hammerless gun, 714 poutds;
1414, 2x134. Cost $250. With this gnn I broke the
world’'s record, beating Capt. Brewer in series of
matches at Marion, N. J., November 12 and 13, 1891,
making a run of 194 officially straight, making a
grand total of 421 without a skip, officialy and in
practice. Price $¥50.

1 Parker, with vwo sets of barrels, 28 and 32, with
SNort barrels; no better field gun made; with long
hagrels a splendid trap guun. Length stock, 1417 ;
dr@p 2X1%4. Cost to order $x85 ; price $50.

All of the above guns are in good condition and
ill warrant them every way. Will sell for cash only.
11 E.D. FULFORD, 59 Steuben st., Utica, N. Y.

OR SALE.—RAGGED ISLAND GUNNING AS-

_ Sociation—one share. Situated on Back Bay,
Princess Anne county, Virginia. About fifteen miles
south of Virginia Beach. One of the best clubs on
the Atlantic coast for canvasbacks, red-heads and
other dueks; also swan and geese. Martin’s Point
Gun Club—Oneshare. Situated on Currituck Sound,
North Carolina, about twenty-five miles south of
Virginia Beach. Very fine shooting at yellow: legs,
grass birds, plover, willet, curlew and English snipe:
also ducks, swan and geese. JOHN S. LURMAN,
Catonsville, Baltimore County, Maryland. 9

INCHESTER rifle, .45-60 ; first class
: M. THOMAQS,

repeatiog

DECOY DUCKS.

Send stamp for price list of the best and latest im-
groved decoys made in the world. Address GEQ. W.
TEVENS, Weedsport, N. Y. P.O.Box 114 11

La
Gentlemen, mgf or selling
“0ld Beliable Plater.” Only
practical way to replate aud
worn knives, forks, spoons, ete.;
- L;‘ quickly done by dipping in melted

9| metal. No experience, polishing,
==1 or machinery, Thick plateat one
operation; laats 5 to 10 years; fine
finish when taken from the plater.
Every family has plating to do.
Plater zells readily. Profits large,
W. Pu Harrlson & Cos Columbus, O

PREMIER

MIER GAMERA

FOR

THE SPORTSMAN.

NOW READY.

PREMIER GMER-A.S for 1893 possess many important improvements, in-
cluding SWING-BACEK AND ADJUSTABLE FRONT, and will be found
esneacially adanted far a2ll davatees of the FOREST AND STREAM.

'
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Markings, Labels, and Brands
1865-1870 Early Tackeye Period Harvey

°* No markings on vast majority of decoys
* Harvey’s handwriting in graphite pencil on some decoys

° One known paper label under body “H. A. Stevens”







Markings, Labels, and Brands
1870-1884 Tackeye Period Harvey

°* No markings on vast majority of decoys
* Harvey’s handwriting in graphite pencil

* Paper labels under the bill or body “H. A. Stevens”



Markings, Labels, and Brands
1885-1890 Glasseye Period Harvey and George

No markings on vast majority of decoys
Harvey’s handwriting in graphite pencil
Paper labels under the bill or body “H. A. Stevens”

More handwriting on decoys by Harvey



Markings, Labels, and Brands
1891-1894 Glasseye Period Harvey

* Stencil
* Paddle Tails
* Sleepers
°* Handwriting in Graphite Pencil

* Stencil and handwriting indicating species



Stencil on Harvey’s
Paddle Talls




Harvey’s Signature in Graphite Pencil




Stencil and
Handwriting
Indicating Species




Stencil on Harvey’s
Sleepers




Markings, Labels, and Brands
1891-1905 Glasseye Period George

Paper labels under bills or bottoms of decoys
° “Geo W Stevens”

1894 Shortly after Harvey’s death, George began using
Harvey’s stencil with “H. A.” removed or blocked out 1894-1900

Rubber stamp “G. W. Stevens”
1900-1905 Hot iron branding “G. W. Stevens”
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Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys

°* In Harvey’s “Circular and Price List of 1891 Harvey states:

* “Decoy Ducks...to be superior to anything now offered to
American sportsmen...combining some valuable
improvements not found in any other”



Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys

The Form

Classic Form
From robust early Tackeyes to sleek Glasseye paddile tails
Later decoys of Harvey’s were very symmetrically balanced

Their consistancy is attributed to the use of Harvey’s templates
and his perfectionist philosophy

Harvey’s decoys from 1891-1894 were exactly balanced at
midpoint in length and height






Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys
The Paint

The majority of Stevens Decoys painted before 1891 were painted by
Harvey

Harvey Stevens Circular 1891 states “And in painting, nothing but the
best paint is used, and for style and neatness they (the decoys) are
unsurpassed”

Paints were custom mixed and blended in their shop to achieve the
appropriate color palette

Harvey’s painting was more consistent than George’s

George’s decoys have more variation in color



Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys
The Paint

Both Harvey and George took great pride in their painting and the
finished product

George’s decoys between 1895-1905 were exceptionally painted,
and are equal in quality to Harvey’s best work

Fine combing, stippling, and paint bending

Harvey’s and George’s Drake Mallards have 5 distinct types of
paint combing!



Harvey Widgeon







Harvey Mallard
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George Eclipse Goldeneye




George Bluebill Pair




Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys

Heads

* On Paddle Tails
* Heads are adjustable and removable
* 2inch steel wood screw attached from the top
* 3/8 inch dowel plugging the hole

* Use of 1 or 2 inch square-cut nails to strengthen the neck
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Paddle Tail Head
Attachment




Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys

Heads

°* On Sleepers
* 2 inch steel wood screw attached from the bottom
* 3/8 inch dowel plugging the hole
* Heads are not not removable

°* 1 or 2 inch square-cut nails driven from the top, to tightly
secure the head to the body



Sleeper Head
Attachment




Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys

Anchor Line Attachment

7/8 inch drilled circular hole
Fence staple or 12-13 gauge wire bent into a “U” shape

The fence staple was recessed, to prevent rubbing on other
decoys

Hole has a smaller central hole from the bit starter on the drill
bit






Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys
Ballast Weights

Most decoys have a single circular 7/8 inch ballast weight
Made of either soft lead or a pewter like hard lead alloy

Surface is either smooth or has an uniform pattern in
appearance

Weights were recessed or flush with the bottom surface

Some decoys have 3 ballast weights, possibly for special
orders or an attempt for self-righting? Found only on divers.






Unique Characteristics of Stevens Decoys

Bill Construction

Distinct carved lines separating the bill from the head
Distinct “V” notch at bill / head junction
Carved mandible line, nail, and upper tip

Nostrils pressed in with a screwdriver



Bill Detalls




Species Carved

Most Common

°* Bluebills, Redheads, Goldeneyes and Black Ducks
°* Almost 2/3 of all species

Somewhat Rare

e Canvasbacks, Buffleheads

Rare

* Widgeon, Mallards, and Bluewing Teal

Rarest

* Pintails and Mergansers



Differences Between Harvey’s and George’s Decoys

°* Height of Tail
* Harvey closer to the top of body
* George more mid body
° High Point of Body
* Harvey more centered and balanced

* George more towards the rear



Harvey Bluebill George Bluebill




Differences Between Harvey’s and George’s Decoys

°* Height and Length where top of mandible meets the face
* Harvey equal or lower on right side

* George higher and longer on left side



Harvey carved Decoy George carved Decoy




Differences Between Harvey’s and George’s Decoys

* Shape of head from above
°* Harvey football shaped

* George bull head, wider in the rear



Harvey’s Football Shaped Head




Georges’s Bull / Wedge Shaped Head




Harvey Stevens
1847-1894




Harvey Stevens

1847-1894




George Stevens
1856-1905




George Stevens
1856-1905




Thank You!!
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