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Stevens Decoys of Weedsport New York

The Harvey and George Stevens Story



Early Beginnings

ÅCaptain William Stevens, Harvey and Georgeôs Great-Grand 
Father fought in the Revolutionary War 

ÅParticipated in the Boston Tea Party

ÅWas awarded and drew Lot Number 76, in the Town of Brutus

ÅHarvey and Georgeôs parents were farmers on a portion of the 
original military lot

ÅFarmed about 70 -80 acres



Amos and Sarah Stevens
Parents

ÅSuccessful farming family in Weedsport, New York

ÅRaised and sold corn, wheat, oats, cabbage, and potatoes

ÅAlso had horses, cows, chickens, and hogs



Amos and Sarah Stevens
Early Beginnings

ÅHad 5 sons

ÅHarvey  The oldest, founder of Stevens Decoys

ÅPerry

ÅRoyal 

ÅGeorge  Carved with Harvey and then independently

ÅFred       Assisted with carving and painting to some degree



Stevens Homestead
Circa 1955



Harvey A. Stevens
Biography

ÅFounder of Stevens Decoys

ÅBorn October 1847

ÅDied August 28,1894 of Tuberculosis and Influenza 

Å46 years old

ÅMarried twice

ÅFanny Peck Fuller, possibly dies during childbirth?

ÅDaughter dies at birth or in infancy?

ÅMarries Fanny Hall 5 years later, one step child



George W. Stevens
Biography 

ÅBorn 1856

ÅWas born a ñcrippleò with a ñhunch backò. He wore an iron lift on one shoe. Probably 
had spinal scoliosis with a leg length discrepancy.

ÅNever married

ÅDied February 15, 1905

Å49 years old

ÅDied of Tuberculosis

ÅAlso farmed and gardened as a source of income

ÅBegan working with Harvey around 1876

ÅStarted carving independently in 1891 and continued until his death in 1905



Harvey Stevens Early Beginnings 

ÅWas a skilled cabinet maker and taxidermist

ÅHunted ducks around the Weedsport area in the Marshes of 
Montezuma

ÅPart -time hunting guide and market hunter

ÅFounding member of the Weedsport Sportsman Club

ÅHarvey was an avid trap shooter

ÅStarted carving decoys in the early 1860ôs for his own use,                        
ñTo bring the ducks to meò



Harvey Stevens Early Beginings 

ÅHis decoys worked so well in attracting ducks, locals began 
requesting some decoys for their own use

ÅEncouraged by his local decoy sales, Harvey set his ambitions 
on selling his decoys nationwide

ÅHis first national advertising ad appeared in 1874 in ñField and 
Streamò magazine



Field & Stream Magazine
April 4, 1874



Harvey Stevens Early Beginings 

ÅHarvey was advertising Stevens Decoys as                             
ñThe Best Decoy Ducks in the Worldò and ñThe Finest in the 
Worldò

ÅHarvey Stevens was the 

ÅñFirstò decoy maker to advertise to a National Market

ÅñFirstò to make decoy carving a full-time occupation









Harvey Stevens Early Beginnings

ÅStarted carving in a converted wood shed

ÅBegan carving by himself

ÅGeorge joined Harvey in 1876

ÅMoved to a larger shop on the outskirts of Weedsport in the 1880ôs

ÅEmployed up to 8 people at times, to assist in decoy production

ÅFred Stevens a painter by trade, assisted to some degree, blending 
paints and rough shaping the decoys



Stevens Decoy Helpers

ÅFred Stevens

ÅAdelbert McWethy

ÅOscar McWethy

ÅAllen Stickle

ÅOthers?



1963 National Decoy Contest

Syracuse, NY



Harveyôs First Workshop



Harveyôs First Workshop


