Edward James Sweet Jr. (194®78)

Ed Sweet was borlarch 9,1907,in Alexandria Bay
to Edward James arteliza Ann SweetRaisedn
Alexandria Bale was a fine athlete anltkely could
have played goalien the 1924 s OlympicHockey
Team if he had been able &dford the costs involved.

After high school h&orked with his fatherwho
was a marine engireg, onboard a small ship named
Whe Hil© | { Srdedembed, 1926 he married
| SESY hQ. NASyYy> |yR (23S
two daughtergJames(Greta, Jack, and Marley)

Ed joined thdJ.S. Lighthouse House Service in
March1927. His first posting was Lorain, Ohan Lake
Erie In1932he and Helen moved baté the St.
Lawrence River where he was first stationed on
Crossover IslandSpringsummer,and fall were spent
living on the Island, but the family moved to Alexandric
Bay for the wintemfter the shipping season ended. In
1937he moved full time to Algandria Bay where he
managedSunken Rock Lighthouse and the various
navigational aide the area. Finally, he transferred to
Tibbets Point Lighthouse in 199&:fore retiring in
March 196 7after 40 years.



It has been reported that Ed carved his first decoys
while stationedon Lake ErieNo examples of these
first decoys ar&known buthaving been raised Iin
Alexandria Bay he certainly would have been femil
with the St. Lawrence River styl&d continuedo
make decoyshroughout his life and often mentioned
how he enjoyed being a regular at Chauneeft S St S
shop during his winters in the Baythe 1930s

Larry Lunmaistated inDecoys of the Thousand
Islandsthat Edcarved 450 to 500 gunnirggcoys,
most before 1970. After 197/4d mainly produced
decorative caringsincludinga number ofnew species
anda variety ofdifferent styles. Someof these
decoratives werearved from more exotic woogs
especially those with distinctive wood graintiggns,
and finished with a lightly stained and/or varnished
surface. Thisexhibitincludesminiature ducks carved
from Koa and Monkey Pod wood which ¢atured on
a trip to Hawaii.

Ed developed heart problems later in life and
passed away November 9978 at age 71.Helen
Sweet passed awaljune 22, 1993, age 83, while on a
trip to Quebec.
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EarlyClayton Decoy Show held at the municipal buildiﬂigpnd
Ralph Simpson compadecoys; bttom, Ed and Helen at their display



9RQAa &az2ya WOl o6ftSFTU0O IYyR WFHYSa wWAYS
by &ames The black duaddirectly in front of Jackvas carved by Ed and painted by Jacl

¢2RI &3 9RQ& WeNtngWR asacrvebDdf degbysNai as well knownd R Q
sonJames,and hisgfeR&a 2y a Ddz22 | yR DNB3I oDf SyQa
numbers of decoys.
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This page and previous page showing Ed in his garabigbrStreet, Alexandria Bay, with some of his more
traditionally carved and painted duck decoys.



Canvings and other iteringiudedi the TIDCA display at the 2022 Claery
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Edward J. Sweet

66 High Street
Alexandria Bay, N.Y. 13607

r= Telephone: 482-9422

Drawvshav® N2Y 9RQE
EJ Sweet stamped in the handie




Lifesizedecorativelying drake
mallard by Ed S/veetr%erall

height 24.3/4 inches.

Ed is knoan to have made

two lifesize %:Ie -
IS

thedrake goldeneye show
inthe hj?ica)nall below.




Plague with attached
mellards by Ed Swedihe
laoue I9081/2 inches
ignby 11&1/4 inches

wde Dated 1975 dhe




Decorative oM by Ed Shgsiited
1975 on the back. Overall height
1383/ inches; base 581/4 |

Suare.




Miiatures by Ed Sivediothdated 1977 Theupper carving was made fromKoa
wood with aroverall lengtiof 6 inches.The loner carving was made fram
IMonkey Pod wood with an overall length of 681/2 inches.



is grandson Guyhe overall

Ed Snaat1955o0rh
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Miniature broadbillsnade
length ofeachis 7&1/4 inches



Seagull confidence huntidgooy with applied wi madebyEdS/veet
c. 1975 Overall length frampofbllltoerﬂofgl&lfz



Brant and drake butfiehead cecoys

1/&1/2 inches, idated 197 /and is believetd be the only example maceBgl.

The buffiehead has anemall length oL 1&1/4 inches. It was once offered for
Sale at a sale or at one of the earty Clayton Shows and still has the ask
price of $15.%vvntten on the bottom.



Pair of r canvasbacks made by Ed Jneelrake has an overall length of
1R3Y4 | , While the hen has an overall lengt8&853/4 inches. The decoys
were once owned by Dr O L. Rogbfexandria Bay, Nith his name and
abbreviated address stanmped on the bottom.



Different stylsof broadbill decoys by Ed Swelte uppepair are modeled after
Sam Denmny decoys and have overall lengths of 15 imbladewer pair are based
on Frank Coamios decoys aaagk overall lengths of 13&1/2 inches.



Anather style of broadbil
by Ed Snveetbased on
the of DW. Nichd,
Smiths Falls, Ontaridhe
each have an overall
I 1 0f1383/4 iInches, R
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